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“Surviving Bioscience and Pharmacology – an eBook for accelerated students 
in Nursing”  
Sheila A. Doggrell, Sally Schaffer and Adam Polkinghorne, School of Biomedical Sciences, 
Faculty of Health, Queensland University of Technology (QUT) 
Abstract 
An eBook to support accelerated nursing students is being developed at QUT.  The first 
component of this is a formative activity comprising key bioscience and pharmacology 
concepts and self-help quizzes.  This initiative has been reviewed favourably by the 
students. The eBook will also cover requisite academic skills and revision bioscience 
material.  
Background: eBooks can be written specifically to support first year students.  Such eBooks 
have many potential advantages over published textbooks including; limiting content to what 
can be taught in the time available, being written in plain English, tailoring to a specific 
student cohort, and being more affordable to students.  eBooks also have more flexibility than 
conventional textbooks in that they can continue to be developed and updated by the original 
authors or by other teachers (Doggrell, 2012).  
At many Universities, including QUT, accelerated students are admitted directly into the 
second year of nursing courses.  These students may be domestic or international graduates in 
any subject area or have a diploma in nursing.  To reduce withdrawal rates of accelerated 
students in the Bioscience and Pharmacology units, we developed a successful strategy for 
supporting them in these units (Polkinghorne & Doggrell, 2012; Schaffer, Doggrell & 
Dallemagne, 2012).  The components of this strategy are available via a Community website. 
Blackboard Community Website:  Formative assessment, together with feedback, in the 
early phase of programs has a positive impact on the retention of students in their first years 
(Yorke, 2001).  The “Getting Started” component of the community website is directed at this 
objective; it has eight eChapters on a variety of important concepts in bioscience and 
pharmacology, and these are supported by self-help quizzes.  This component of the strategy 
has received very favourable evaluations by the accelerated students.   
Sections to be developed: Using the material on the Community website, two further eBook 
components are being developed as follows: “Section 2 Workshop - Academic skills”, and 
“Section 3 - Revision lectures”.  It is anticipated that the eBook “Surviving Bioscience and 
Pharmacology – an eBook for accelerated nursing students” will be made available for 
national and international use.  
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